An Abominable Business
The Van Wickle Slave Ring of East Brunswick,
Middlesex County, New Jersey

© Old Bridge Village Heritage Center



Part |



The Match that Lit the Torch
A Runaway boy from Philadelphia uncovered a

“Nefarious Business”
15 Dollars Reward. v

ANAWAY from the Subseriber, on Sun-

day the 5th inst. & NEGRO BOY nam-
ed LPeter, about five feet eight inches in
height, yellowish complexion, and a singu.
lar dent or depression in his forchead Yejow
where the hair terminates, which he nsually
atterhpts to comb overit. Had on a grey-
ish roandabout and common woolsey trow.
sers of & yellow colour. Whoever returns
said boy shall be entitled to the above re-
ward and all reasonable expenses. He had
« brother living with Col. McCullough of
Asbury, Sussex county, a short time since,

and may possibly have gone that way
JAMES T. CLARKE.

Trenton, April 16, 1818 99.5w..

Contemporary ad — original not located



Philadelphia Paper Reports Incident — Editorial
Receives Wide Notice

We are authorized; by a gentleman of unim-
peachable honor and veracity, to state the following
facts; and we feel at a loss to find time adequate
g express cur indignation and honor, at the cupidi-

FRAN mm GazET '

“FRIDAY MORNING MAY 25, 1519, | :v aund baybarity which they display. Our informant
FOELISHED BY =tates, that a black boy belenging to him, seme
i . .
RICHARD BACHE, raonths ago, eloped from his service, but notvery
We nre apthodzod; by a pestleman of unim- L. - : = i
peachable Ilurllnl-nn:: wr:u-il‘-:'r l::-r.'\lr: the ﬁ.'!lfow]n_: :‘.-n_":-.lﬂ.ls o I'(‘CD"FEI‘ hm]l hc tDDl{ tllp “:1}1"1’.‘ prc‘;‘l“
facts; and we feel at aloss io find too adegepts tion DI‘ a[l‘i'{’.l“tlﬂng %z smail w‘r:u-[! fer 1115 nppreh G-

ta exprgss onr indignation and honor, at te eupidi-
v il hiaa harity which they display.  Our informnnt

tates, that a Black boy bel g o him, o
cloped from his secvice, bul not very

sicn.  He heard nothing of the runaway for a con-
siderable time; and the first inforination was from a

angisas b recover kim, he took the veaal precan- - . . -
i ol advertising 2 small revwmd fur his appreben- l‘e“"n W!l(} Oﬁi‘md to }PLITCII.HSB hlS tlme‘ ! l‘-le mas-
sien.  He beanl oothing of the runsway for o coa- AT ¢ . ' 13
sidernhie time; ond the firet information was froma ter liC[‘IlIIlDU" thc Gﬂ‘er’ ﬂilLl upon ll’lq‘l.all'}", fUIIﬂlI
persun who offcred to purchase bis tme.  The nanss that the persen WOSINT 3 a-
ter declining the offer; and upon inquiry, found g = Fm} 0% nc tﬁ_ hny th bc}', hnd a’EPCJ
that the pereon propesing to buy the boy, had alres- d}' lﬂﬂuﬂ}‘[‘rﬂﬂ a[}d EUId h]m, %) bﬂ lranﬁf}@r’tcli as
dy kidvapped aod sold him, to be tn fcd ps 2 »
o alave, 1 the soutnemedt! a slave, o the southward!!

With a zeal and bamanity which reflect hoo- -
er upon his charseler, he immediatoly made or-
ranjements for the recovery of the vsfortunate boy;
ond he was wot ouly successfl in reclaiming his
servant frue the foulest bomiage, but bos been the
lsla.hLlncnt under Providenes, ol l‘_q'h:'“n"’ o SCEnE
of viluny alimost unesampled, The officer who was despatched for the purpose,

Tha El' = wh s despatehed for the purpose, - - - .

r---..lrj:rdtndn:..:s: ;L‘:‘on:h River, about eight miles reached a house on Son th EI[‘F(H‘, abont Ela’llt miles
from South-Ambay, sorupléd or owned by o Jacoh L s
\'u_".,if::: [;1|:u;i5|rn1c.) The house was almost < » fr‘[‘m SU h—;i'[uhﬂj" (!{'('ul]lt!l or ﬂmlﬁd .bj' a JﬁCUb !
ke -..,;mgi-:m, so well was it guarded and woatched.
Tt the afficer made bis way, and reclaimed fhe Vamvickle, (m'{g}strat{,.) The house was almﬁbt-
Loy, just on the eve, wilh nbout irty others of
diferent ages, of being consigned to a perpetual I I;c a3 "'ﬂn'l‘cl‘n= so WL]] Wis Il— "lla[‘tlild R.Ild W atchﬂl}. |
and creel lavery.

“Weaye requested to state that this sbominable ELt thc Drcer ma.dﬂ- hiﬂ Wa}" :].nd rB-C]a]mt‘,d ﬂ](‘}
traic To buman Besh Ts carcled on by men holding IVI 2 2 18 18 . . . |
officey ef respeetability and trust, apd that Jacob ay ) Lﬁ}:’ Jﬂjt Gn Ihﬂ ﬁ“ﬂ, mﬂl abcut th.!riy Otll{irﬁ Of

Vanvickle, a magistrate, sl Nichotas Vanviekle |

his somg :-u.rj Charles Morgan, kis son in law, are Richard Bache dfff'ﬁt'ﬂlll agegi Uf Bﬁiﬂg CﬂﬂSigﬂCd tﬂ a Pcrpﬂ_tual

Luown it be ddding andassicling, and cven the
and cruel slavery.

prwchasers in s nefarfous basiness,  Feter Ferron .
Hanry of West-Windser, well’Enown in N, J. Las h - -
eolil several negroes as slaves for life to the persong Was t e Son In
jast oomed, and is the person whe kidaapped and

?uh'::hc:t the .s_!n::\:.t -c:fn.l; inll'hrmlm':, lu!.;m; nl‘c:iﬂ; la W of Benjam in
15 af the scrvice of any péreon eomplaining of this |
Franklin

arlicle; and we request puldishers througheat the U, |
5t.lll:n_. o E'u.r_ (4i10] [‘;lm".;u[u'_.-, oy Euseriion. I



1775 — 4,500 slaves in New Jersey 7.5% of the population

Governor Livingston, 1778: “[Slavery] is utterly inconsistent with the principles of
Christianity and humanity: and in Americans, who have almost idolized liberty,
peculiarly odious and disgraceful.”

1790 — 11,423 slaves in New Jersey 6.2% of the population

1798 Law: “That from and after the passing of this Act, is shall not be lawful for any
person...to bring into this State, either for sale or for servitude, any negro whatsoever.”

1802 — Petition submitted to the Assembly for the gradual abolition of slavery in New
Jersey. Debated for two years and passed into law. Children born to enslaved mothers
after July 4, 1804, would serve mandatory apprenticeship to the owner until the age of
maturity; for women, age 21 — for men, age 25. The person could be bought or sold.

1800 — 12,422 slaves; 5.9% 1810 -10,860 slaves; 4.5% 1820- 7,557 slaves; 2.1%

1812 — Law enacted forbidding the removal of slaves & apprentices out-of-state without
their direct assent and the approval of the mother in the case of children.

1860 — 18 slaves remaining in New Jersey!



Slavery in New Jersey — Local Example
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The 1807 ban

The Domestic Slave Trade, 1808-1865
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on the African Slave Trade

fostered intense demand for enslaved people
as new territories and states opened in the
South. Removal of American Indian tribes,
plus the invention of the Cotton Gin, led to a

huge demand

for cheap manual labor as new

lands were opened for agriculture.
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The Van Wickle Slave Ring
Judge Jacob Van Wickle — Ringleader of the Most

Notorious Kidnapping Ring in New Jersey

Judge Jacob Van Wickle,
February 1841
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- Middlesex Republican

Convention.

At a weeting of Kepublican Dol -« s
(lom the several Towpships of the € avds
ity of DMiddlesex, at the city of i
‘Urunswick, on Swurday the 18th ~t A
'gs, 1812,
| Jacon Vax Witkur, Esigowas cam
President, and
Berxann Sirru Seeretary,

Alter considerable discussion th- ¢au-
cention wnanimstdy agpeed 6 ne i
mend 1o the Republicans of Mititloses
she following persons, os stitable tiiencs
ters 1o be supparted 4t the cnsning - leg -
ticn for the'nflices nudched tothelr © m o
respectively, viv

TFor Council, John Jamed= gy »3ly,
John Lo Anderson, Jumed I Dune, ? i,
Laing==38her 17, John Browsterel- r2n
ers, ?n—]m 1. Covenlioven, Wichard ~
ter, Lewis Carmed, )

e . b

Fhe folloning persons were, ol
Delegates 1o represcnt this Codntgegiyhn
State Conventiun2to be Rdld on tha vara
Fuesday m Ociober next, viz: .

Yamea Bennet, Kebert § Lee, lex. @
Litz A’mzdafp!:.;/accb Drookfield, Jave -
Campton, Foscph M Chesney, Far - Gk
and.Fon ph Steut.

‘The fullowing persons were a; p woter

o promote the €lection of the ean .a
ahove nientioned, nnd to uet as.n Gowr ty
Commuttee during the enzuing year viz |,

Bernard Smith, Robert Leey anié ciuvie

Litz Rundolph, 6
Dy vraer of the Conventign,

JACOB VAN WICKLE, Pres: jeat,

BLryanu Suitir, Sec'ry,




Jacob Van Wickle & Charles Morgan

Charles
Morgan ITT
(1683-1750)

Capt. James

Morgan, Sr.
(1734-1784)

Gen. Jam homas Warne ) )
Wickle (1772-1835) Morgan, Jr -1838) (1763-1813) Charles Morgan Hyacinth Allain
(1757-1822) (1775-1848) (1784-1874)

(1770-1854)

NicholasVan Joshua Letts Meleny Margaret Benjamin Adele Morgan Stephen Van
Wickle Warne Warmne Lent (1810-1839) Wickle
(1796-1865) (1787-) (1798-1878)

Margaret Sophia Obadiah Herbert
Van Wickle (1775-1856)
(1793-1816)
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From Old Bridge to South Amboy; Van Wickle - Morgan
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The Slave Ring

Charles Morgan leaves Louisiana with $45,000 to purchase slaves

Judge Van Wickle’s 22 year-old son, Nicholas becomes the purchaser and appears
before his father’s court for the mandatory judicial requirement of the individual’s
consent.

Numerous operatives spread out across New Jersey, to New York and to
Pennsylvania to find, and if necessary, kidnap individuals for the Slave Ring. In
June, 16 individuals were indicted for their participation in the operation.

Ultimately, three groups of African Americans are kept at Judge Van Wickle’s farm
in Old Bridge Village. The first set of “hearings” are held in February and March,
1818.

There is no general notice of these activities until May.



Examination at the Old Bridge Tavern
Judges Jacob Van Wickle & John Outcalt presiding




Peter

Simon

Coven,Margaret

Sarah*
Rachel*
Hager*
Florah*
Harvey (Harry)
James
Elmirah
George
Watt, Susan
Moses
Lidia
Betty
Pat (f)
Bass (m)
Christeen*
Claresse*

Lidia*

15 adults, 6 teenagers, 9 children

15

No age listed, a servant of Gen. James Morgan

21
22
29
23
14
21
14
16
35
16
18
22
22
19
27
22
22

Total 30

Dianna 7 mo.
Regina 6 wks.
Roda, Mary, Augustus 14,2, 4
Susan 7 mo.
1818 CALENDAR

February March
Sun [Mon | Tue [Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat Sun |Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat
11 2] 3[4[5]6 (@& B 2 |3 A e A
B 9] 10/CT) 12| 13| 14 By 11 1213 14
15 16| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21 15| 16 17&18 191 20| 21
22| 23| 24| 25 |C26XC27) 28 22| 23| 24X | 26| 27 28

20( 303 \
Date of

Diannah, Dorcas 9,1 departure
Hercules 2
Harriett Jane 3

See arrival in New Orleans for discrepancy.
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“On February 10, James Brown of Middlesex County
Borough brought before us, Jacob Van Wickle and John
Outcalt, two of the Judges of he Court of Common Pleas...
his female servant named Harriet, aged three years, four
months and twenty-eight days, child of Lidia, and on the
26t day of February...Nicholas Van Wickle...brought before
us...his female child named Susan, aged seven months child
of Flora; and Mary aged 2 years and Augustus, a male child
aged 4 years and the said Mary and Augustus, children of
Hager and Rosinah aged 6 weeks, child of Rachel —and the
12th day of February, Dianah aged 7 months, child of Sarah
and on the 9t day of March, Hercules a male child of
Clarissa, aged 2 years 10 months and 7 days — and Dianah
aged 9 years and Dorcas aged 1 year, children of Christeen —
all of which children above named as far as they could
answer being with their respective mothers by us privately
examined, separate and apart from their said masters,
declared their willingness and the said respective mothers
declared their desire that they and their children should
with them remove and go out of this State to Point Coupee
in the State of Louisiana and there to serve Charles Morgan
and Nicholas Van Wickle.”




Slaves brought off the slave slﬁp to market
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Arrival in New Orleans

Early May, 1818
Almost a two month passage

Weare, how;ver: much indebted t
the enterprising and successful exertion
of Mr. Charles Morgan, for the topiout
ness of the present supply, which, wit
the aid of three or four huodred tha
have beea seizgd by geveral Jackson'
officers at Mobile, will probably suffic
tor the next crop,

Jersey negroes appear to be ' peculiarl
adapted to this market—especially thof
who bear the mark of judge Vinwickle
as it is underfltood that they afford th
best opportunity for speculation, W
have a right to calculate on large impor
tations in future, from the success whic
has hitherto attenfed the trade,

New Orleans Chronicle, July 14, 1818

. From the Newark Messenger. —
Mr. WaRrb, S B s BB
8l Ttie following is an extract of a-
letter now in my pofleflion, received from
a refpectable gentleman in New-Orleans,
dated 10th May, 1818, and which you are
at liberty  to publifh in your paper with
fuch introductory remarks as you may
think proper. A _
" A few days ago was seized in this
port by the officers of the cuftoms, the brig
Mary Ann, Win. Lee malter, from New-
York, via. P~r:h Amboy, for having on
board thirty-fix perfons of color, without
a manifeft, &c. according to law. The
names of the blacks are;

Susan, Pezer, Mofes, Harry, Jamies,
Bob, George, Simon, Rofanna, Elmira,
Closs, B-tfy, Boss, Lydia. and Pawy,
Clarifls and child. Hercules, Rachell, Ano
and child Rosino, Flora and child Susan,
Jenette (o Jane,) Lydia Ann and . child

| Harrier, Jane, Hager and two children

Mary -and Charles. Chriftiana ard two
children Elias & Robert, Margaret, Cow.-

1 a5y Sarah and child Diana; ——

“hiese blacks it-is underftood, were bro’t
from Amboy by a certain Charles M.
gan, and put on board the brig after fhe
had got to sea, and they appear by papers
exhibited by the parties claimant here, to
have paffed through certain formalities be--
fore one Judge Van Wickie.  The Lt
furnilhed by the captain disagrees-grossly
with the tiuth as to their ages.  Some,

1-who—from—inspection;—are evidently not

more than 14 or 15, being put down as of

as.ll . . —mem—

June 29, 1818 Trenton Federalist

36
individuals

Children’s
names do
not match.
Example:
Dianah &
Dorcas,
daughters
of Hager,
are not
listed. Did
they die
enroute to
New
Orleans?



Arrivals of American
Slaves to the Port of
New Orleans as of
July 14, 1818

3610 the brig Mary-Ann,

30 1o the floop Thorn, 1
97 In the thip Virgin,
19 1n the schooner Sea, I e
17 in the schooner Fame, from the
34 10 the brig Veaus,

=8 the brig Franknin,” ]’ PE A S

37 in the schooner Hum-
ming-bird,

A sloop




Morganza at Pointe Coupee

Sugar Cane along the Mississippi




Second Group — Sold to Charles Morgan

3281818
3281818

3311818

3311818
4221818

4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4221818
4291818

4291818
4291818
4291818
5151818
5151818
5151818
5151818
5201818
5201818
5201818
5211818

5221818
5231818
5231818

NVW
NVW

NVW

NVW
NVW

NVW
NVW
NVW
NVW
NVW
NVW
NVW
LC
NVW

LC
Garret
Story

PFH
LC
NVW
NVW
PFH
LC
PFH
LC
LC

DFL

Sml
Gordon

LC
LC

Leta

Dorcus
Sam
Johnson

Margaret

Jane
Davis,
Mary

Philis
Jack
Harvey
Elizer (f)
Frank
Hester
Peter
Silvey (f)
Betsey

Jonas
Sam
William
Henry
Amey
Juda (f)
James
Sam
George
Hannah

Nancy

Peter
Hannah
Jack

21
16

32

21
25

23
25
16
22
19
21
18
21
30
22

16
16
22
21
22
26
22
32
18
16
22

17
14
21

John

Charles

Jacob

servant

Samuel

son

servant

4yr.

1lyr.

18 mo.

2yr.

2 days

March
Sun [Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat
1 2| 3] 4| 5| 6| 7
8] 9|10 11| 12] 13| 14
15| 16| 17| 18| 19| 20| 21
22| 23| 24| 25| 26| 27 |(@®
29 | 30 [(3D
April
Sun [Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat
1 2| 3] 4
5| 6] 7| 8| 9 10 11
12| 13| 14| 15| 16| 17| 18
19| 20| 21| @2 23| 24| 25
26| 27| 28| Q9 30
May
Sun |Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat
1 2
. 2. &] 6. 7| B)| ®
1] 1] 12] 13| 14 |(D] 16
17 18] 19 [Q@D[@D 2
24| 25| 26| 27| 28| 2¢| 30
31
When the
Date of Philadelphia
departure runaway was

rescued



Sugar Plantations — Worst Type of Field Work




John Craig Marsh & Petite Anse (Avery Island)
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Third Group — Sent to Petite Anse Sugar Plantation

10151818

10211818

LC

LC

LC

LC

LC

Lewis

Abrams

10211818 LC Charles
10211818 LC  Petes(f)

Lewis

Abrams

George

Cain

Frank

Jack

Lewis

Elijah

Mary

Law

Phebe

Susan

Jane

35

22

21

22

22

31

27

21

21

23

43

14

23

servant

To New lberia, LA to serve William Stone

To New lberia, LA to serve William Stone

To New lberia, LA to serve William Stone

[To New lIberia] LA October
To New Iberia, LA Sun [Mon | Tue |Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat
— 1 2 3
To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds 4 S (61 7 9 10
1" 12] 13| 14| \U5) 16| 17
To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds 18 19| 20 (21 22| 23) 24
25| 26| 27| 28] 29| 30| 3

To Allen Reynolds, MS, as a servant for 6 years.

To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

To New lberia, LA

To New lberia, LA to serve William Stone

To New lberia, LA to serve William Stone



The following individuals were recorded as purchased by Wm. Stone, of New Jersey, acting as agent for Charles
Marsh of Petite Anse. Four additional people were acquired by Charles Marsh from the NY/NJ area in 1822.

By 1826, his plantation at Petite Anse had 29 slaves, almost all of whom came from New Jersey and New York.
(Italic — indentured servants sold into slavery in LA)

Ann Moore, indentured servant from NY, acquired by Stone 8/28/1818

Susan Jackson, ditto
Eliza Thompson, ditto
Betsy Carpenter, ditto
Mary Harris, ditto
Margaret Boss, ditto, 9/22/1818

Joseph Hendrickson, possibly of NJ, 10/23/1818

Robert Cook, indentured servant from NY, 1818

William McClane, ditto, 2/22/1818

George, 16; from Martha Phillips, Sussex Co., NJ to Charles Marsh, 7/18/1818
Hannah; from Abraham Van Cleve to Wm. Rayburg (Stone’s agent)

Han, 21; from John Pettit, Sussex Co., NJ to Lewis Compton 7/29/1818

Will, 21; ditto

Samuel Jackson, 18; from Josiah Hornblower, Bergen Co., NJ to Wm. Stone 7/28/1818

Frank, 21; Middlesex Co., NJ to Wm. Stone, 10/6/1818 [VanWickle 10/6/1818]

Lewis, 22; Daniel P. Polhemus, Middlesex Co., NJ to Lewis Compton 10/12/1818 to Wm. Stone 10/22/1818 [Van Wickle 10/15/1818]
Jack, 22; Joseph Scott, Essex Co., NJ to Lewis Compton 10/15/1818 to Wm. Stone 10/22/1818 [VanWickle 10/15/1818]
Susan, 23; Lewis Abrams, Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone 10/16/1818 [Van Wickle 10/15/1818]

Cain, 22; from John G. Smock, Middlesex Co., NJ to Wm. Stone 10/16/1818 [Van Wickle 10/6/1818]

Jane, 23; Lewis Abrams, Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone 10/21/1818 [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]

Peter; Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone

George, 35; Lewis Compton [Van Wickle 10/6/1818]

Charles, 43; Lewis Compton [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]

Petes (female), 14; Lewis Compton [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]



Public Outrage Leads to
Efforts to End Kidnapping

=
TREMI ON FEDERALIST
Juxk 1, “1818.

Tbe K:dnapper:—Smce the South-Riv--
er’ eltablihment in this Rate, was made
known by the Philadelphia—newspapers,
fome meafures have besn takea to ascer-
wain further particulars - in régard tc this
iniquitous business,. ~ The trade of buy-
ing up negroes for the fouthern market.

| it seems, bas been carrying on for fome

time. by certain perfons - in this stare;
Whethéi by torce or decep:ion, thofe con-
cerped in_the business, have been enabled
to obtain the affent of - the blacks. to be’

transported out of the flate, is not, yet
ascertained. . In some cafes they have
procured fuch affent, before. certain mag-
istratcs, as will probably shield them from |
the peniliy of the law—In others they
‘have probably disregarded every form and
ftand liable to punithment. It is ru.
moured that they travel about and buy up
all they can procufe at very high prices—m
that the g give ps much forsuch as are op-
ly bound to serve for a, term- of: .years ds
 for thofe-who are fold for life.— It is.even-
said that they have had the-address to
hive free people of calour to go with them’
-t0- thc-Southwnrd—fomcnam time; under:
a promis€ of hlgh wagea. good treatment,
‘and (afe vezurn: - The reports all Cpnénr
that Morgan’s house .at South- River, is
the principal depot.’ Sundry other per-
sons are named as active agents in the
business—but there may be mistakes. It
is probable ere long, that the records of
the Supreme’ Courty will ‘show who are
really concerned in this abominable uaf-

fic.




Timeline

May 16 Philadelphia runaway boy retrieved from Judge Van Wickle’s farm
May 22 First public notice of Van Wickle’s slave ring appears in Philadelphia paper & reprinted
May 25 Second group of victims are taken to South Amboy and board the sloop, Thorn

June 1 Trenton Federalist updates the Kidnapping Ring situation with names and further details
June 2 Judge Van Wickle subpoenaed in State vs. Peter F. Hendry

June 2 Grand Jury indictments against Charles Morgan & Nicholas Van Wickle and other accomplices
June 9 New Brunswick Fredonian reports Van Wickle ill over controversyJune

June 24 Lewis Compton caught trying to export four New Jersey slaves illegally

June 29 New Jersey papers reprint New Orleans article of May 10t

July 10 Second group arrives at New Orleans 34 people were processed by Van Wickle; 30 arrive
July 14 New Orleans paper: Charles Morgan protests his innocence against kidnapping accusation

July 18 — 29 Compton buys servant contracts in New York and keeps them at Van Wickle’s — no judicial
review required

July 30 Lewis Compton reported in paper as arrested for trying to send slaves & servants out of state
July 30 Court in Elizabeth, NJ finds Compton & associates guilty
July 30 First meeting of the Middlesex County Association for the Prevention of Kidnapping, held in Rahway

August 1  Compton & associates ship 39 additional victims

August 3 Trenton Federalist reports on Eliabeth court of July 30

August 6  New Brunswick Fredonian briefly reports on case against Capt. Lee in the New Orleans matter
August 6  New Brunswick Times reprints Morgan’s letter which stated he relied on Stockton’s & Deare’s advice
August 10 Second meeting of the Association for the Prevention of Kidnapping, held in New Brunswick

August 10 Trenton Federalist reports on July 14 New Orleans account of numerous interstate slave ship arrivals
August 13 New Brunswick Fredonian runs Van Wickle’s rebuttal with supporting affidavits

August 20 New Brunswick Times prints rebuttal editorial against Morgan’s letter

August 27 New Brunswick Times prints rebuttal letters from Stockton & Deare against Morgan’s assertions



September Middlesex County Court: Compton posts surety money for his future court appearance

Sept. 3
Sept. 7
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Oct.6-—-22
Oct. 25
Oct. 27
Oct. 29-31
Oct. 31
Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 5

New Brunswick Times prints front page editorial to support efforts to suppress kidnapping
Trenton True American reports that Van Wickle is “so sick” over the matter

Middlesex County Court: Judge Van Wickle misses the entire Quarterly Session

Middlesex County Court: James & Elsey Morgan & others are subpoenaed

Third group of African Americans processed by Judge Van Wickle for Compton (agent for Marsh)
Compton and associates attempt to take victims through Pennsylvania by land and are arrested
15t sitting of 43" New Jersey General Assembly; Middlesex County petition reported

Additional petitions received from Middlesex, Somerset & Essex county groups

An Act to Prohibit the Exportation of Slaves or Servants of Color out of New Jersey is introduced
Bill is taken up, amended and voted on. It passes unanimously.

New Jersey Assembly petitions Congress to end the illegal interstate slave trade

United States government sells Africans taken from an illegal slave traders from the coast of Africa

Slave Trade.—The brig Bliss, Cap-
French, with 39 bhuman beings oo
board, doomed to abjec! and ignomin-
ouns slavery, left Perth- Amboy on Sat-
urday morning al day light It is up-
derstood that they will e landed above
New.(leans, near Baton Rouge, ot a
pl yolation belonging (o Mr. Stcers, who
it the owner of the elaves, and s now

on hoard the briz

Seyesal unfortunate women and clil
lren. who wepe secvants for a n of

_ yvears, have been sold for thewr Ume, as
18 .‘.nn!, fo \17. "“ I\Xh! others. 'l..lu )

were !u',|'.'.\ .!rcri\wd !'\ f;,r-r fradlers

as to [ouisiana, its sitnation and advan-

agee: and lintle walit s enfertained,
tha! those wha !l ave hee oid for d, 3

1 L w PP
and 6 veurs will be <daves lor hile. Il

citizens of Perth- Ambey and New
" Branswick, ought not to have permitted

thi« shocking trade in their vicimty,
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i ob Van Wickle f1as hoen stroagly eemsured in certain publica-
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Outrage leads to
new law

— ———E——— e i

¢ NOTICE. )
Ax A ' .

: «
ssociation was formed at Brider

Fown, in the county of Middlesex, om
Thursday the 30th Jaly, 1818, for the put

e of epposing the practice of kidnapping
and unlawful trade in persons of colour. A
committee was appoiuted to report rules
dor the government of the associadon, to b
laid pefore the next meeting, and another
committee for the purpose of calling o
such absent persons as might be disposed 5
aid and support the objects of the associa-
tion.

The next meeting will be held at the
house of Ahraham De graw, in New- Brons.
wick, on Monday the tenth day of Aupost,
1£18, at ten o'clock, A. M. wlicre the at-
tendance is requested, of all persons, dispo-
sed to aic in the objects of the association.

By order of the mecting,

JAMES PARKER, Sec’y

e~ s

August 6, 1818 New Brunswick Times

To the Council and General Assembly of the State of
New Jersey —

The Subscribers, Inhabitants of the County of Middlesex, beg
leave respectfully to call the attention of the Legislature to the
condition of the People of Colour, Inhabitants of this State and
to a Revision of the Laws enacted for their protection & gradual
Emancipation from Slavery. By and act of the Legislature
passed the 15t February 1804 it is enacted that every Child
born of a Slave within this State after the fourth Day of July
thence next Shall be free, but Subject to Service for a limited
time as an apprentice —

A time however has arrived, never contemplated by the people
of this State when the restraints imposed by the Legislature are
insufficient to guard against the proceeding of persons whose
thirst for Gain disregards the Laws of God and Man.

The High price of produce of the Southern States - The
prohibition by the United States of the Slave Trade from Africa
— The great Amount a human being will sell for in the publick
markets of the South — has produced a slave Trade within the
United States now in operation to an Extent which no one
would have believed could exist in a Country boasting of its
civic & Religious Liberty from this State without including those
taken away by land and clandestinely -
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Family Connections —
Survival, Continuity & Family Roots

Written Records
DNA

Oral Tradition



Petite Anse — now Avery Island

Extensive study of the enslaved population of Petite Anse, published in Sweet
Chariot by Ann Patton Malone, 1992.

“Some of the laborers brought to Petite Anse from New Jersey and New
York...founded major kinship groups with lines extending until 1860, [generally
resulting with unions of nonmigration slaves.”

e Peter bought asaboyagel1lor12inNJin 1818

* Living alone at age 21 in 1826

* In 1827, married 18 year old, Mary, bought from a New Orleans slave dealer

* By 1836, they had five children: John, Mary, Ann, Jerry, Margaret & Peter, Jr.

» 1854, the household consisted of the family, plus three more children, Henrietta,
Dave and Jane, and a two-year old grandchild, Catherine, the daughter of Mary
Ann.

e 1860, Peter & Milly recorded as a married couple, with most of their children
and their respective spouses, listed directly after them. By this time, the
grandfather was called “Old Pete”, aged about 54.



Census Records

1870 was the First Census to Fully Record African Americans in the South

All 1870 United States Federal Census

Search Filters Broad

BORN: 1800 -

Exact

Results 1-20 of 15,670

Results

Provided in
association with
National Archives

and Records

Administration
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1870 Census of Black & Mulatto Residents of the South
Born in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania between 1790 - 1810

NJ NY PA Totals

Virginia Black
Mul.

North Carolina  Black
Mul. 151 total
Mississippi 22/151 15
South Carolina  Black Louisiana 33/151 22%
Mul.

Georgia Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Black
Mul.

Tennessee

Kentucky 31/151 21%

Missouri



DNA — a New Tool for Finding Ancestors & Relatives

Unique Population Markers: Malagasy & New Jersey Native American

Teresa Vega is a professional
genealogist of varied
descent, including slaves
brought to America from
Madagascar. Her DNA test
revealed a family member
from Mississippi, related
within the last 125 years.
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Oral History

Outreach to individuals & groups in Louisiana and
the South to discover family oral traditions, in the
spirit of Alex Haley’s Roots

to the Americas




The Stain of Slavery Remains as Long as we Ignore or
Conveniently Forget how the Wanton Acts of Aggression on
Individuals, Families & Communities Impacted the United States

Human Trafficking still Exists

Education, Enlightenment & Engagement
are the Keys to Building a Better Society.



The Van Wickle Slave Ring story has led to the Van Wickle Project —
to find descendants of those ensnared by Van Wickle & his cohorts for the
purpose of establishing family connections throughout the nation.

Primary Documents — DNA — Oral History
The Van Wickle Project is an important component of the
Old Bridge Village Heritage Center,

proposed for the former Alice Appleby DeVoe Library, East Brunswick.

Lessons from the past guide us for the future.

- Appleby Home —ca. 1820
21l 166 Main Street
“="" 0Old Bridge National Historic District
~*= East Brunswick, NJ

um u n..u..‘mm,.
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Thank You.



